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Synopsis

From the #1 bestselling author of The Fault in Our StarsMichael L. Printz Honor BookLos Angeles
Times Book Prize FinalistWhen it comes to relationships, Colin SingletonA¢a -a,¢s type is girls
named Katherine. And when it comes to girls named Katherine, Colin is always getting dumped.
Nineteen times, to be exact. On a road trip miles from home, this anagram-happy, washed-up child
prodigy has ten thousand dollars in his pocket, a bloodthirsty feral hog on his trail, and an
overweight, Judge JudyA¢a -a celoving best friend riding shotgunA¢a -4 sbut no Katherines. Colin
is on a mission to prove The Theorem of Underlying Katherine Predictability, which he hopes will
predict the future of any relationship, avenge Dumpees everywhere, and finally win him the girl.
Love, friendship, and a dead Austro-Hungarian archduke add up to surprising and heart-changing

conclusions in this ingeniously layered comic novel about reinventing oneself.A A
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Customer Reviews

Grade 9 UpA¢a -4 oePrintz medalist John Green’s main character in this novel (Dutton, 2006) is a
loner who has a hard time making friends (though no trouble finding girlfriends) and a quirky taste

for anagrams and odd facts. At the end of his senior year of high school, Colin Singleton has just



been dumped by a girl named Katherine (it's the 19th time he’s been dumped). Stuck in a quagmire
of indecision about his future and egged on by his friend Hassan, Colin sets out on an aimless road
trip until his attention is caught by a sign for the burial place of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in the
middle of rural Tennessee. Colin and Hassan find friends, jobs, and fulfill Colin’s quest to
understand why he is always being dumped by his girlfriends. He develops a mathematical theorem
that focuses on predicting the outcome of romantic relationships. Along the way, there is plenty of
humor in the story. Narrator Jeff Woodman creates a distinct and lively persona for each character,
complete with accents and inflections. Colin’s uniquely naAfA ve attributes combine with his
obvious intelligence and checkered romantic past to create a character that Woodman brings to life
quite vividly. The math angle and humorous anagrams may create additional interest for some
teens. Although the story line is a bit thin, the plot’s identity concerns make this an interesting choice
for high school and public library collections for older teens.A¢a -4 ceJane P. Fenn,
Corning-Painted Post West High School, NY Copyright A A© Reed Business Information, a division

of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to the Library Binding edition.

Gr. 9-12. Green follows his Printz-winning Looking for Alaska (2005) with another sharp, intelligent
story, this one full of mathematical problems, historical references, word puzzles, and footnotes.
Colin Singleton believes he is a washed-up child prodigy. A graduating valedictorian with a talent for
creating anagrams, he fears he’ll never do anything to classify him as a genius. To make matters
worse, he has just been dumped by his most recent girlfriend (all of them have been named
Katherine), and he’s inconsolable. What better time for a road trip! He and his buddy Hassan load
up the gray Olds (Satan’s Hearse) and leave Chicago. They make it as far as Gutshot, Tennessee,
where they stop to tour the gravesite of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, and meet a girl who isn’t named
Katherine. It's this girl, Lindsey, who helps Colin work on a mathematical theorem to predict the
duration of romantic relationships. The laugh-out-loud humor ranges from delightfully sophomoric to
subtly intellectual, and the boys’ sarcastic repartee will help readers navigate the slower parts of the
story, which involve local history interviews. The idea behind the book is that everyone’s story
counts, and what Colin’s contributes to the world, no matter how small it may seem to him, will,
indeed, matter. An appendix explaining the complex math is "fantastic,” or as the anagrammatically
inclined Green might have it, it's enough to make "cats faint." Cindy DobrezCopyright A A®

American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to the Library Binding edition.

| think | made the mistake of becoming a John Green fan by reading The Fault in Our Stars first.



After that, | knew | would read anything that came from his mind, including tweets that are limited to
140 characters. He’s brilliant, no question.An Abundnce of Katherines was one of his earlier books,
and after reading his most recent first, it shows. He’s grown a lot as a writer. The book reads well, it
does pull you in as you hope any book you begin will, but it's also predictable. The predictably is
clever, and all things John Green, but | felt like I've read the idea of this story before, only by
different authors and maybe not as intelligently written.Some of that may have to do with the
mathematical thereoms that are thrown into the story. Although it made it interesting, it was
distracting as I've never been much of a math person.It was easy to see that in true John Green
fashion, he went to great extents in writing this book. He did his homework and enlisted those who
had knowledge of things he didn’t.If you're a John Green fan, and if you are reading this I'm sure
you are, | would suggest it, but | wouldn’t expect it to leave you the way The Fault in Our Stars,

Looking For Alaska or Paper Towns did.

I'd heard so many good things about John Green books. My niece, Boo, a brilliant 16-year-old,
started me on "The Fault In Our Stars." | almost didn’t forgive her, considering the way | was
sniffling and snuffling throughout the last half of the book. | immediately rushed out (in a virtual
sense seeing as | read them all electronically) and purchased "Looking for Alaska."lt was an okay
book, but | felt as if | were reading a bit of a retread.Still, | pressed on and decided to read next "An
Abundance of Katherines." It's a cute premise, in that a gifted young man with no social skills to
speak of but a desperate need to be attached, finds that he’s dated only girls named Katherine and
thinks he’s been dumped by every single one of them. Over the summer, in a very cozy situation
that just happens to fall into his lap, he decides to create a mathematical algorithm to show how
soon two people will split up.Yes, he decides to math up dating.Okay, fine. | can deal with the
premise, if done well, but, really, this wasn’t. Things "just happen" far too often in this book. Events
occur because of coincidence an appalling number of times, especially in a book so steeped in
coincidence (the many Katherines for one thing) to begin with. While the dialogue was, as always it
seems with John Green, witty and snarky and very quick, it seemed the facile nature of the dialogue
was merely flash designed to cover a deeper weakness with the inevitability of the plot.As long as
you’re not too demanding, it's a good read. Just enjoy the dialogue and the quirky personalities and

forget about why they’re doing what they’re doing. It'll only make your head hurt.

A strange plot, not very likable characters, and many, long, boring passages. Maybe this was

supposed to be a complete fable, or a metaphor for something deep. Well, if it was, | completely



missed it. Colin is a child prodigy who has been dumped by 19 girlfriends, all named Katherine. Now
| knew that coming into the book and shame on me for not casting it aside right then and there but
I’'m a sucker for road trip stories and this one started out that way.....but not for long. Colin and
buddy Hassan wind up in Gutshot, Tennessee, where Colin meets a charming young miss and her
rube boyfriend, also Colin. No, the girl’'s name is not Katherine. Then not much happens for 150
pages or so. Thankfully, this is a very slim book and after another 50 pages give or take, it ends with

not much of a climax. Not cute, not charming, not interesting.

An Abundance of Katherines is written by John Green. It is a young adult book enough
sophistication and quirkiness for everyone. The main character Colin, has an amazing summer after
high school, and also discovers a "tapetum ship theorem. Read An Abundance of Katherines for a
great time wasting book.Spoiler Alert!Colin just graduated high school as a washed-up child prodigy,
and for the 19th time, he was dumped by another Katherine. Colin Singleton has a quirky love for
girls named Katherine and anagrams. Colin and his best friend, Hassan, embark on the road trip of
all road trips.As far as the both of them knew, this would be their last summer together, so they want
to make the best of it. When they reach Gunshot, Tennesee, Colin and Hassan decide to take a tour
of the gravesite of archduke Franz Ferdinand. It's not a Katherine he meets there, it's a girl named
Lindsay. And When Colin told Lindsay about his theorem, about the duration of relationships, she
was interested in helping her new friend find the answer. The book is sophisticated, quirky, and very
humorous. The journey Colin takes to find out one simple theorem gives him an adventurous
summer, where he learns the truth about himself.My personal reaction to this book was a great
aspiration to have an adventure suc as Colin and Hassan’s. | admired their funny personalities and
how they are such great friends. | thought it was a genius approach to involve an actual
mathematical formula. That in fact (I checked) is correct for Colin Singleton’s situations.| strongly
suggest you read this book, it will give a new meaming of math. John green is an excellent writer,

and you will love all of his pieces. Especially, An Abundance of Katherine.

Really enjoyed this! John Green is one of those authors | recommend to anyone because his books
are just always well done. This was my third John Green book, | read TFiOS and Paper Towns first,
and | was not disappointed! The plot is simple because this is definitely character driven, but that
being said all the characters were fleshed out beautifully and the friendships and romances were all
relatable and believable. Colin was funny and it was great reading from his POV. Definitely

recommend to all!
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